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Dear Friends, 

I invite you to travel with me on a fascinating and transforming journey to shrines in France, Spain, and Portugal. This 
Marian pilgrimage will begin in Lourdes and end in Fatima for the feast and anniversary of Mary’s apparition. In between, 
we will travel to the most sacred and beautiful locations these countries have to offer.   

Be assured that we will share an ideal combination of sightseeing, learning, quiet reflection, prayer, and certainly fun.  
We will stay in quality hotels and dine on a variety of delicious foods. I have used Select International as my travel  
company for many years and find their service outstanding. I have never had any concerns about safety, accommodations, 
or amenities in all my years of leading tours. 

In preparation for this pilgrimage, for those who wish, we will read 33 Days to Morning Glory: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat In 
Preparation for Marian Consecration by Michael E. Gaitley (available in paperback, e-reader, and Spanish). We will begin 
our reading and prayer on March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation, and use the 33 days to get our hearts ready for pilgrim-
age. Then, for those who desire, we will pray the Consecration to Mary at the Fatima shrine on the Feast of Our Lady of 
Fatima. 

You might also want to read other books in preparation for this experience. I would particularly recommend books and 
films on Lourdes, St. Bernadette, and the apparitions at Fatima. We will also spend time at sites associated with St. Teresa 
of Avila and St. John of the Cross, so any biographies or books on their Carmelite spirituality would be particularly helpful. 
We will also see the Basilica and tomb of St. James, the culmination of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route. View-
ing the film, The Way, with Martin Sheen, and reading any of the many books about the famous Camino, will help you be 
ready for this experience.   

I am pleased that Fr. Charles Landry will travel with us. Fr. Charlie is pastor of St. Gabriel the Archangel parish in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge. In addition, he has served the incarcerated for many years as a prison chaplain. Although he spent 
his youth in Minnesota and Wisconsin and played ice hockey in the northern climate, he loves his native Acadian roots and 
its unique culture in Louisiana. In addition to enjoying the pilgrimage with us, he will be offering Mass and homily for us 
each day of our trip.

Please help us spread the word about this pilgrimage by sending this link to your friends, email lists, and social media. 
Space is limited to one bus, so please sign up soon by sending your registration and deposit soon. I sure hope you can be a 
part of this life-transforming pilgrimage.  

In the Joy of the Gospel,
Stephen J. Binz

Pilgrimage Leader: Stephen J. Binz 
Stephen J. Binz is an award-winning author, biblical scholar, and  
popular speaker. Following graduate degrees at the Gregorian University 
and the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and Jerusalem, he has worked in 
Catholic publishing, written over 50 books, and offered many study trips and 
pilgrimages over the past two decades. He speaks frequently at churches and 
national conferences about biblical studies, theology, and spirituality, and his 
writings have earned numerous awards from the Catholic Press Association 
and the Excellence in Publishing Awards of the Association of Catholic  
Publishers. He lives in in Baton Rouge with his wife Pamela. To contact  
Stephen J. Binz and learn more about his publications, speaking events,  
and pilgrimages, visit www.Bridge-B.com. 
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Friday, May 3, Day 1 – DEPART USA
Depart on an overnight flight from Houston, Chicago or New York to Toulouse. Dinner and 
breakfast are served on the plane.

Saturday, May 4, Day 2 – LOURDES 
Welcome to France. We arrive in Toulouse where we are greeted by our English-speaking 
tour manager. We will board our deluxe motor coach and head for Lourdes. Nestled in 
the mountains stands picturesque Lourdes, the birthplace of St. Bernadette to whom Our 
Lady appeared in 1858 near the Grotto of Massabielle. Upon arrival we celebrate Mass at 
the Grotto. Overnight in Lourdes. (D)

Sunday, May 5, Day 3 – LOURDES
After breakfast in Lourdes you will have an opportunity to: celebrate Mass, watch a video 
presentation telling the story of Lourdes, and walk in the footsteps of St. Bernadette. See 
Boly Mill where St. Bernadette was born, and the “Cachot,” an abandoned prison where 
St. Bernadette’s impoverished family lived. Join your prayers with those of pilgrims from 
around the world as you pray for the sick, drink water from the miraculous spring or sub-
merge yourself in the healing baths. Experience Christ’s love as you walk the life-sized 
Stations of the Cross overlooking the holy Grotto. Kneel in the chapel built on the very 
rock of the Grotto, in obedience to the request of the “Immaculate Conception.” In the 
evening you are free to join in the Blessed Sacrament Procession. Dinner and overnight 
in Lourdes. (B, D)

Monday, May 6, Day 4 – BURGOS
After breakfast, we depart from Lourdes and travel to Burgos, crossing the border into 
Spain. We visit the magnificent Cathedral of Burgos, a Gothic structure and UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The church was begun in 1221, built in the High Gothic style, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. In the top of the three-storied façade is a statue of the Vir-
gin Mary, crowned with the words carved in stone: PULCHRA ES ET DECORA (“Beautiful 
art Thou, and graceful”). We will explore the cathedral, see the octagonal Chapel of the 
Condestable, and celebrate Mass. Overnight in Burgos. (B, D)

Tuesday, May 7, Day 5 – SEGOVIA – AVILA
We check out of our hotel, board our motor coach and head to Avila to see the magnificent 
walled city dedicated to St. Teresa of Avila. Enroute we stop at Segovia, the city of St. John 
of the Cross, one of the great Catholic mystics. Here we visit the chapel of St. John in the 
Cathedral, the Carmelite Convent of San José, and the Carmelite Friary, where we contem-
plate his sepulcher. We celebrate Mass and view the famous Roman aqueduct. Arrive in 
Avila in time for dinner and an overnight. (B, D)

Wednesday, May 8, DAY 6 – AVILA 
Here the atmosphere has changed very little since the days of St. Teresa, to whom the city 
is dedicated. St. Teresa the great mystic, was the first woman to be named a Doctor of the 
Church. We will visit: the crypt of La Santa Convent, built on the site of the house where 
she was born; La Encarnacion Convent, where St. Teresa became a nun and home to the 
most comprehensive museum dedicated to her life; the Cathedral and the Cuatro Postes 
(four columns) which commemorates St. Teresa. At the age of seven she convinced her 
brother to run away with her to die as martyrs in the land of the Moors. The uncle caught 
them at this site, Cuatro Postes, and returned them home. We celebrate Mass in Avila and 
have time at leisure to explore the city on our own. Dinner and overnight in Avila. (B, D)

Thursday, May 9, DAY 7 – ALBA DE TORMES –  
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
This morning we continue the route of St. Teresa to Alba de Tormes.  Here we will visit the 
Saint’s well-preserved body in the Carmelite Convent and celebrate Mass. We then depart 
for O Cebreiro, the first Galician village on the Pilgrim’s Way to Santiago. We visit Santa 

ITINERARYWHAT’S THE  
COST?

Land and Air from Houston, 
Chicago or New York 

$4195.00
Land Only

$3395.00
Single Supplement

$695.00
Deposit due by January 21, 2018

Final Payment due by March 3, 2019



María la Real, a pre-Romanesque church, the oldest on the entire French Road of the Cami-
no de Santiago. It is renowned for its Holy Grail and the eucharistic miracle that occurred 
there. We continue on our way to Santiago de Compostela, while admiring the charming 
Galician countryside. Overnight in Santiago. (B, D)

Friday, May 10, DAY 8 – SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
All roads lead to Santiago, one of the greatest pilgrimage centers in the world. This morning 
you see the Cathedral built in honor of St. James, the first pilgrim, where we celebrate Mass. 
Visit the tomb of the Apostle and his disciples St. Theodore and St. Athanasius. St. James 
was given the task of spreading Christianity in distant Hispanic lands. Also see the Church of 
San Francisco, built in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, after his pilgrimage to the area. In the 
afternoon you have time to explore the city and shop in the local stores. Dinner on your own. 
Overnight Santiago. (B)

Saturday, May 11, DAY 9 – PONTEVEDRA – PORTO – FATIMA 
Early this morning, we depart for Fatima. En route we stop in Pontevedra, a city on the 
Portugese Road of the Camino de Santiago. Here we visit the pilgrimage church, “Igrexa 
da Virxe Peregrina,” with its distinctive scallop-shaped floor plan and a statue of the Virgin 
Mary dressed as a pilgrim above the altar. We also visit the Santa María la Mayor Basilica, 
the largest Marian Shrine in Spain. Stop in Porto for lunch and tasting of their famous Port 
wines. We tour a local facility and learn how this precious liquor is made. We arrive in Fatima 
in time to settle into our hotel, visit the Basilica where we celebrate Mass, and join in the 
evening activities at the shrine. Overnight in Fatima. (B, D)

Sunday, May 12, Day 10 – FATIMA
We celebrate Mass at the Little Chapel of Apparitions followed by a visit to the Basilica and 
the tombs of Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia. Visit the hamlet of Aljustrel, where the children 
lived, and Valinhos, site of our Lady’s appearance. In the afternoon pray the stations of the 
Via Sacra. This evening, join the spectacular Candlelight Procession for the vigil of the Feast 
of Our Lady of Fatima. Overnight in Fatima. (B, D)

Monday, May 13, DAY 11 – FATIMA – FEAST DAY OF OUR LADY OF  
FATIMA – LISBON
On this Feast of Our Lady and the anniversary of Mary’s first appearance, we participate in 
all the activities pertaining to Our Lady of Fatima. Mass will be celebrated. In the afternoon, 
we depart for Lisbon where we have a panoramic city tour. Tonight we have a farewell din-
ner with wine in a local restaurant where we enjoy listening to the soulful music of Portugal 
called Fado. (B, Special dinner)

Tuesday, May 14, DAY 12 – RETURN TO USA
After breakfast we are transferred to the airport for our flight home. (B) 

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE  
TOUR INCLUDES

•  Round trip airfare from Houston, 
Chicago or New York to Tolouse and 
Lisbon to Houston, Chicago or  
New York

•  Airline surcharges, fuel and airport 
taxes are subject to change until the 
time of ticketing  

•  Accommodations in first class hotels  
•  Open hot buffet breakfast daily
•  Dinners as per the itinerary
•  Farewell dinner in a local restaurant 

with wine 
•  Beverages are not included unless 

specified
•  Private Air-conditioned motor coach 
•  English-speaking tour manager  
•  All admission charges as per the 

itinerary
•  Baggage handling for one suitcase per 

person only included at the hotels
•  Parking fees for motor coaches
•  Local hotel taxes
•  Select International Tours Travel 

Portfolio
•  Confirmation of Daily Mass  

RATES DO NOT INCLUDE
•  Personal expenses
•  Travel protection - optional and highly 

encouraged
•  Medical insurance
•  Any items  not specifically mentioned 

in the listed inclusions
•  Beverages at meals unless otherwise 

noted
•  Gratuities for the guide(s), driver  

and hotel staff (please refer to the 
suggestions we will make available to 
you). For restaurant meals, we recom-
mend a tip of $2.00 per person per 
day. For extra luggage, please tip  
$1.00 per person per bag.  

•  Church donations

BAGGAGE CHARGES NOT INCLUDED  
IN TRIP COST
•  Any airline baggage charges.  
•  Baggage handling at train stations, 

airports, and hotels in excess of one 
suitcase per person.

•  Any charges incurred due to exces-
sive luggage including the cost of an 
additional baggage vehicle or portage 
charges. 



Deposits and final payment: A deposit of $500.00 per person by check 
should accompany the registration form along with your optional trav-
el protection payment, if purchasing, and a copy of your passport picture 
page by January 21. 2019. Final payment is due by March 3, 2019. A 
late payment fee of $100 will be charged per person for all registra-
tions received after the final payment date. Please mail your payment to:  
Select International Tours, 85 Park Ave., Flemington, NJ 08822 Attn:  
Susan Prendergast , 800-842-4842, susan@select-intl.com.
Your passport must be valid through November 14, 2019. Reserva-
tions will not be processed until we have passport copies. Prices quoted 
are based on cash payments. Cash prices $4,195.00 for the complete pack-
age, $3,395.00 land only (air not included), $695.00 single supplement  
(in room by y,ourself). Credit card payments are: $4,405.00 for the complete pack-
age, $3,565.00 for land only, $730.00 single supplement. 
Airline, seating and special requests: The seats are assigned by the airlines. 
We do not reserve specific seats. You may change your seat, provide mileage 
program information and passenger contact information directly with the airlines 
once the ticket numbers are received. (approximately three weeks prior to depar-
ture). All special needs and requests due to medical or dietary restrictions must 
be requested in writing at least 60 days prior to departure. Business class and 
premium coach seats are available upon request as are add-ons from your home-
town airport. Switching from air and land to land only within 90 days from 
departure will be charged a $100 service fee and any airline charges. Single 
supplement: A limited number of single rooms are available at an additional 
cost of $695.00 per person cash payment. Prices are based on two people per 
room. We do not guarantee room mates but will do our best to connect you with 
a possible share.
Land Only Option: $3,395.00 per person cash price. Land only services start 
and end at the hotels, unless you are able to meet the group at the airport, and do 
not include airfare.
Baggage: Each participant is permitted to check (1) suitcase weighing no more than 
50 lbs., and one small carry-on bag on the plane. Airline baggage fees are not includ-
ed. Please check the specific baggage fees on the airline website.
Tour Cancellation Policy: A $350.00 non-refundable fee will be assessed if 
reservation is canceled more than 90 days prior to departure. 90-60 days 

before departure, a total of $500.00 is non-refundable. Within 60 days of 
departure, all payments are non-refundable regardless of reason for cancel-
lations. All airline tickets are non-refundable once issued. All cancellations 
must be in writing. Unused portions of the trip are not refundable. We strongly 
encourage you to purchase Travel Protection. Call or visit our website for details 
on the cost per person for the Group Deluxe and Cancel For Any Reason (CFAR) 
plans. CFAR is not available in N.Y. State. We encourage all travelers to purchase 
a plan at the time of initial deposit. This document contains highlights of the 
plans. The plans contain insurance benefits underwritten by the United States 
Fire Insurance Company. The plans also contain non-insurance Travel Assistance 
Services that are provided by an independent organization. Coverages may vary 
and not all coverage is available in all jurisdictions. See attached travel protection 
information for details, www.selectinternationaltours.com.
Pricing: Prices are based on a minimum of 20 passengers traveling & payment 
by cash or check. Prices are based on the current exchange rate of 1.18 USD to 
Euro and subject to recalculation. Fuel surcharge and taxes are subject to change 
at time of final invoicing.
Responsibility: By accepting this confirmation, you agree that the Group Lead-
ers and Select International Tours, Inc.  have no responsibility for any acts or 
omission of the travel suppliers in your itinerary and during your trip. We have 
no special knowledge regarding the financial conditions of the suppliers, unsafe 
travel conditions, health hazards or weather hazards at locations traveled. We 
are not responsible for flight delays or cancellations or any charges incurred 
due to unforeseen circumstances. Unused portions of the trip are non-refund-
able. For information about destination climate, risks and safety please consult 
the appropriate on line resources. For health information consult the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention. You are responsible for checking passport, 
visa, vaccination or other entry requirements of your destinations. Itineraries 
are subject to change and out of our control. We are not responsible for any 
damaged,  lost or stolen articles. We are not responsible for any sickness, injury 
or death during or after the trip. Travel documents will be mailed out approxi-
mately 3 weeks before departure. Please review them carefully for any errors.     
Shipping & Handling: $15.00 per person - not included in package  
price will be added to each invoice. Your invoice will confirm the trip registration.

REGISTRATION/CONSENT FORM:

Pilgrimage to France, Spain and Portugal with Stephen Binz, Pilgrimage Leader  
and Fr. Charles Landry, Spiritual Director  

May 3-14, 2019 
Please complete this form and mail it to Select International Tours, along with your deposit,  

travel protection payment (if purchasing), and a copy of your passport picture page. 

Last Name:________________________________ First Name:__________________________Middle Name:_________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________ State: ______________________________ Zip Code: ______________________
Home Phone:__________________________________________ Cell Phone:____________________________________________________
Email Address:____________________________________Land only :________   □ Need help with flights from _______________________
Medical/Dietary Needs______________________________________________________________________ 
Updates about your trip will be sent by email only. Please be sure that your settings allow for electronic communication originating from susan@select-intl.com

Room: (check one)  Single (1 Bed) ______   Double (1 Bed, 2 People) ______  Twin (2 Beds, 2 People) ______ Triple (3 Beds)_______
Name of Roomate(s): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact (Name and Phone):___________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is a check/money order in the amount of $____________________________for my initial deposit.
 I am purchasing travel protection: _____Yes _____No, I decline. Enclosed is $_______________________________
Group Deluxe Plan o or Cancel For Any Reason Plan o   Check detailed rates and plan at www.selectinternationaltours.com
Rates: Trip Cost $4,001.00 -$4,501.00 ($276.00 Deluxe or $455.00 with Cancel For Any Reason  CFAR)
* Note: CFAR coverage is 90% of the nonrefundable trip cost. Trip cancellation must be 48 hours or more prior to scheduled departure. CFAR must be  
purchased at the time of plan purchase and within 14 days of your initial trip deposit. This benefit is not available to residents of NY. 
By signing below I consent to any necessary itinerary changes and price adjustments and agree with all Select International Tours & Cruises’ TERMS  
AND CONDITIONS as outlined on this page and on the company website: www.selectinternationaltours.com. I also understand that (SITC) highly encourages 
the  purchase of travel protection and that any fees associated with this trip cannot be waived for any reason. By declining to purchase travel protection I assume 
all financial losses associated with this trip which otherwise may be covered by travel protection. I also agree not to contest charges associated with the trip cost 
as outlined in this brochure.

Signature :______________________________________________________________Date:___________________________________

(Starts/ends at hotel, no airfare)

Not responsible for changes in group air.


PASSPORT


DEPOSIT


INSURANCE


