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We share your faith

with Stephen J. Binz, Pilgrimage Leader 
and Fr. Michael Alello, Spiritual Director 

COME BACK TO THE

HOLY LAND
with optional extension to Jordan



Dear Friends, 

I invite you to travel with me on a unique and customized pilgrimage to the Holy Land and an optional 
extension to Jordan. While this would be an outstanding first-time pilgrimage to the Holy Land, I have 
custom-designed this experience for those who have travelled there in the past and would like to return. 

This pilgrimage, which we could call Holy Land 2.0, includes lots of sites that are not included on most 
Holy Land trips and places that have been discovered or renovated in recent years. I can’t wait to see the 
newly-discovered childhood home of Jesus in Nazareth and to stay at the brand-new Catholic guesthouse 
in the newly- discovered town of Mary Magdalene with its synagogue where Jesus taught. The Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem is newly renovated, uncovering mosaics from the early centuries, and the Holy 
Sepulcher is now cleaned from the darkness of centuries of smoke and wax and is free from exterior iron 
scaffolding for the first time in seventy years. 

Unlike most pilgrimages we will travel through ancient Samaria, visiting Jacob’s Well where Jesus  
encountered the Samaritan woman, and the palace of Herod where John the Baptist was imprisoned  
and beheaded. We will visit Mamre where God made his Covenant with Abraham, and the Cave of  
Machpelah, burial place of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and Leah. Imagine seeing these and 
many other fascinating sites on this custom-built itinerary.       

Be assured that we will share an ideal combination of sightseeing, biblical commentary, quiet reflection, 
prayer, and certainly fun. We will stay in quality hotels and dine on a wonderful variety of delicious 
meals. I have used Select International as my travel company for many years and find their service  
outstanding.  I have never had any concerns about safety, accommodations, or amenities in all my years  
of leading tours. 

I am pleased that Fr. Michael Alello will travel with us. Ordained in 2007, he is a priest of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge and the popular pastor of St. Louis King of France parish there. In addition to his work as 
pastor, he’s a marathon runner, musician, and foodie. In addition to enjoying the pilgrimage with us, he 
will be offering Mass and homily for us at the sacred places during each day of our trip. 

I have been teaching about the Bible for many years and have written many books on biblical theology 
and pilgrimage. I’ve been leading pilgrimages to the Holy Land and other sacred places for twenty-five 
years. Some of my books that might be helpful for you in preparation for this pilgrimage are Pilgrimage 
in the Footsteps of Jesus, Jerusalem the Holy City, and Saint Peter: Flawed, Forgiven, and Faithful. 

Please help spread the word about this pilgrimage by sending this link to your friends, email lists, and 
social media. Space is limited to one bus, so please sign up by sending your registration and deposit soon. 
I sure hope you can be a part of this life-transforming pilgrimage. 

In the Joy of the Gospel,
Stephen J. Binz

Pilgrimage Leader: Stephen J. Binz 
Stephen J. Binz is an award-winning author, biblical scholar, and popular speaker.  
Following graduate degrees at the Gregorian University and the Pontifical Biblical  
Institute in Rome and Jerusalem, he has developed Bible studies in the church for  
three decades and has offered numerous study trips and pilgrimages to biblical lands.  
His books have earned top awards from the Catholic Press Association and the Excellence 
in Publishing Awards of the Association of Catholic Publishers. He speaks frequently at 
churches and national conferences about biblical studies, theology, and spirituality.  
He now lives with his wife Pamela in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. To contact Stephen J. Binz  
and learn more about his publications, speaking events, and pilgrimages, visit  
www.Bridge-B.com.

All photos (c) Stephen J. Binz



October 10 – Day 1 – DEPART FROM USA
Depart on an overnight flight to Tel Aviv

October 11 – Day 2 – ARRIVAL
Arriving in Tel Aviv, we meet our guide and board 
our deluxe motor coach to Galilee. We drive to Mt. 
Carmel and Haifa visiting the Stella Maris Shrine. 
Dinner and overnight in Haifa at the Dan Pan-
oramic Hotel. (D)

October 12 – Day 3 – MT. CARMEL – AKKO  
– CANA -- NAZARETH 
After our buffet breakfast, we depart for Akko for a 
tour of the Crusader City. We see the Knights Hall, 
the crusader streets and markets proceeding 
through its underground tunnels to the Crypt of St 
John’s Church. We explore the colorful Bazaars of 
the city passing Khan al-Umdan caravanserai to 
the Port, where St. Paul disembarked and spent 
a day (Acts 21). Depart Akko for Cana and the 
Wedding Church where couples may renew their 
wedding vows. We conclude the day with a drive 
up Mount Arbel to take in an incredible view of 
the Sea of Galilee and the sites of Jesus’s min-
istry. Dinner and overnight at the new Magdala 
Pilgrimage Guesthouse on the shores of the Sea 
of Galilee. (B, L, D)   

October 13 – Day 4 – NAZARETH --  
MT. OF BEATITUDES RETREAT 
We start the day with a visit to Nazareth to see the 
newly discovered Byzantine ruins of the Church 
of the Nutrition. It is believed to be the childhood 
home of Jesus, beneath the convent of the Sisters 
of Nazareth. Visit Mary’s Grotto at the Church of 
the Annunciation and celebrate Mass in the Unity 
Chapel of the Mary of Nazareth International Cen-
tre, overlooking the town of Nazareth. This after-
noon we are at the Mount of Beatitudes with a 
retreat led by Stephen Binz in this beautiful place 
overlooking the sea. We will walk down the Mount 
to the Cave of Eremos, mentioned by the 4th 
century pilgrim Egeria as the place where Jesus 
taught. We will end at Sower’s Cove or the Bay of 
the Parables, a semicircular bay at the foot of the 
Mount of Beatitudes. The slope of the hill forms 
a natural amphitheatre. Acoustical research has 
demonstrated that as many as 5000 people could 
hear a person speaking from a boat in the bay. 
Time permitting we visit Bethsaida, the hometown 
of five of Jesus’s disciples. Dinner and overnight 
at the new Magdala Pilgrimage Guesthouse on 
the shores of the Sea of Galilee. (B, L, D)   

October 14 – Day 5 – MORNING RETREAT 
--  SEA OF GALILEE MINISTRY
After breakfast, we enjoy a morning retreat led 
by Stephen Binz, at the Duc in Altum Spirituality 
Center. We will pray and reflect at the Women’s 
Atrium, Mosaic Chapels, Boat Chapel, and the En-
counter Chapel. Later we will take a boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee and enjoy lunch at the Pilger-
haus. We then follow the ministry of Jesus around 
the Sea of Galilee. We visit Capernaum the town 
of Jesus and celebrate Mass on the shore of the 
sea. We continue to the Church of the Twelve 
Apostles with its icons and beautiful wall murals. 

We proceed to Kursi, in the land of the Gerasenes 
on the eastern shores of the sea, where Jesus 
cast the demonic spirits from man and sent them 
into the herd of swine. We conclude at beautiful 
Tabgha to see the restored Church of Multiplica-
tion of Fishes and Loaves and the Church of Saint 
Peter’s Primacy on the seashore. Dinner and over-
night at the new Magdala Pilgrimage Guesthouse 
on the Sea of Galilee. (B, L, D)     

October 15 – Day 6 – MAGDALA --  
BET SHEAN – NABLUS – SAMARIA –  
MT. GEREZIM – JERUSALEM 
We begin the day with Mass at the Magdala Cen-
ter, followed by breakfast then check out of the 
hotel. We depart for Beit Shean, visiting the Dis-
ney Land of Archaeologists. We will see the Tel 
Beit Shean on which the bodies of King Saul and 
his children were hanged (1 Samuel 28–31). We 
continue into Samaria, visiting the Church of the 
Ten Lepers in Burquin, built over the cave honor-
ing the ten lepers healed by Jesus. We visit the 
beautiful Church of Jacob’s Well to pray at the well 
where Jesus encountered the Samaritan woman 
and promised her living water. We then drive up 
Mt Gerezim to view where the Samaritan Temple 
stood. After lunch on your own, we visit Sebastia 
where Samaria stood, the ancient capital of Isra-
el. The ruins of the Cathedral of John the Baptist 
remembers the place where Salome danced for 
Herod and where John the Baptist was beheaded. 
We carry on to Jerusalem along the Luban Valley 
passing the ancient shrines of Shiloh and Beth-
el to the Holy City of Jerusalem. Upon arrival, we 
check into our hotel. Dinner and overnight at the 
Olive Tree Hotel in Jerusalem. (B, D)

October 16 – Day 7 – BETHLEHEM –  
SHARING THE BREAD DINNER
We visit the Church of Nativity, built by Constan-
tine and Justinian, with its new renovations and 
newly uncovered mosaics. We then visit the Milk 
Grotto, where the Holy Family stopped on the flight 
into Egypt. We also visit the Carmelite Monastery 
to pray at the  relics of Sister of Jesus “St. Mary 
Baouardy” who was canonized by Pope Francis in 
2015. We will visit the section of the wall where 
Pope Francis stopped on his pilgrimage and pass 
the “Walled-Off” West Bank Hotel before driving a 
short distance to Shepherd’s Field and Grotto to 
celebrate Mass. We continue our day with shop-
ping in Bethlehem to support our Christian broth-
ers and sisters. Tonight we meet the local Chris-
tians in their homes for “Sharing the Bread” meal. 
Overnight Jerusalem. (B, Special Dinner)   

October 17 – Day 8 – JERUSALEM –  
BEIT JIMAL – HEBRON – VALLEY OF ELAH – 
WINE-TASTING – JERUSALEM 
After our buffet breakfast, we travel to the Mon-
astery of Beit Jimal and the Church of St. Ste-
phen, built on the ruins of a 5th-century Byzantine 
church believed to contain relics of St. Stephen.  
We pass Tel Bet Shemesh, where the Ark of the 
Covenant was returned to the Israelites, and the 
Valley of Zorah where Samson was born. Standing 
at the foot of Tel Sochoh we look over the Valley 

ITINERARYWHAT’S THE COST?
Cash Price

Land and Air  $4,175.00
Land Only  $3,175.00
Single Supplement $950.00

Optional Ext. to Jordan  $995.00
Single Supplement $250.00

 



of Elah where the encounter between Samson and 
Goliath took place. Socoh is one of the three exca-
vated cities, with Azekah and Sha’arayim, overlook-
ing the Valley of Elah. We board our motorcoach 
and head to the region of Hebron crossing the 
hills of Judea on our way. We visit Mamre, where 
God made his Covenant with Abraham, promising 
blessings to all the nations (Genesis 12–23). We 
then visit the Cave of Machpelah, burial place of 
the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the 
Matriarchs Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah. After lunch 
we head to Bethlehem, passing by the Blessed Pool 
where according to tradition the Ethiopian Eunuch 
was baptised by Philip. Mass will be celebrated. 
At the end of the day we visit Cremisan Winery to 
taste excellent white and red wine produced in the 
Cremisan Valley. Located on the seam line between 
the West Bank and Jerusalem the valley is one of 
the last green areas in the Bethlehem district with 
vast stretches of agricultural lands and recreational 
grounds. The Salesian Sisters Convent and School, 
the Salesian Monastery, and Cremisan Cellars are 
located in the valley. Overnight Jerusalem. (B, L, D 
plus Wine tasting)
 
October 18 – Day 9 – GETHSEMANE – 
QIDRON VALLEY – POOL OF SILOAM – WEST-
ERN WALL EXCAVATIONS – WESTERN WALL 
TUNNEL – VIA DOLOROSA –  
HOLY SEPULCHRE 
This morning we follow the Passion of Christ start-
ing with a visit to the Mount of Olives. We visit the 
church at Bethpage, where the Palm Sunday pro-
cession begins, as well as Ascension Chapel, Pa-
ter Noster, and the golden-domed Church of Mary 
Magdalene. At the foot of the mount, we visit the 
Garden, Church of the Agony, Grotto of Gethse-
mane, where Jesus was arrested, and the under-
ground Church of Mary’s Tomb. We walk along the 
Qidron Valley passing Absalom’s Tomb, pausing by 
the water gate through which Jesus entered the city 
in chains to the high priest Caiaphas’s House. We 
visit the newly excavated Siloam Pool where Jesus 
healed the Blind Man. We walk on the Herodian 
streets of Jerusalem which were once walked by 
the pilgrims ascending to the Temple of Jerusalem, 
including the Holy Family when the infant Christ 
was brought for the presentation at the temple. 
We visit the Western Wall excavations, seeing the 
ancient bridges and gates which led to the Temple 
and we stand on the Rabbinical steps on which 
Jesus would have stood and talked to the Scribes. 
After lunch on your own we visit the Wailing Wall, 
then walk through the recently excavated Western 
Wall tunnels, seeing the impressive mason work re-
flecting the grandeur of the Temple’s construction 
at the time of Herod the Great. We exit at the Via 
Dolorosa on which we walk and pray the Stations 
of the Cross, leading to Calvary in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. We visit the newly renovated 
Holy Sepulchre, following the historical agreement 
by the Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Armenians 
Churches, where we will celebrate Mass. Overnight 
in Jerusalem (B, D)  

October 19 – Day 10 – JERUSALEM – 
MOUNT ZION
After breakfast and time at leisure, we end our 
days in Jerusalem on Mount Zion, where the early 
Christians assembled after the Ascension of Jesus. 

Celebrate Mass at the Cenacle, the place of the 
Last Supper. We will visit the Upper Room where 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost empowered the Church 
for mission. We will conclude at Dormition Abbey, 
where Mary died surrounded by the apostles. We 
continue to Jaffa for dinner.  Following dinner we 
board the flight for home. (B, Special dinner)

THOSE WHO ARE DOING THE EXTENSION 
WILL LEAVE TO JORDAN AFTER THE VISIT  
OF MT. ZION

October 20 – Day 11 – ARRIVE USA

OPTIONAL ADDITION – JORDAN, 
“THE OTHER HOLY LAND”

October 19 – Day 10 – JERUSALEM –  
ARRIVAL AMMAN
After breakfast and time at leisure, we end our 
days in Jerusalem on Mount Zion where the early 
Christians assembled after the Ascension of Je-
sus. We celebrate Mass at the Cenacle, the place 
of the Last Supper. We will visit the Upper Room 
where the Holy Spirit at Pentecost empowered the 
Church for mission. We will conclude at Dormition 
Abbey where Mary died surrounded by the apos-
tles. Transfer to Allenby Bridge, cross to Jordan. 
Welcome to Amman. You are greeted by your Chris-
tian English speaking guide and transferred to the 
hotel. Enjoy a tour of this bustling city and Mass at 
a local church. Our welcome dinner is at Tawaheen 
Al Hawa, considered one of the best restaurants in 
Jordan. Overnight Amman. (B, Special dinner)

October 20 – Day 11 – PETRA – WADI RUM
This morning we visit the amazing ancient city of 
Petra. Enjoy a guided tour followed by time to ex-
plore on your own. Departing Petra we drive into the 
Wadi Rum desert. You will be transported back in 
time when we get into our 4x4 Jeeps for an adven-
ture-filled ride through the sand dunes and magnif-
icent mountains. Tonight, we sleep in the desert. 
Lawrence of Arabia comes to mind as you settle 
into your Bedouin Tent for a comfortable overnight. 
Mass will be celebrated. Overnight Wadi Rum. (B, D)

October 21 – Day 12 – MADABA –  
MT. NEBO – CHRISTIANS OF JORDAN – 
BETHANY BEYOND THE JORDAN – DEAD SEA
We drive to the Dead Sea to visit Madaba, where 
we see the famous 6th century mosaic map of Pal-
estine in St. George’s Church. Here we celebrate 
Mass. Stand atop Mount Nebo, overlooking the 
Promised Land just as Moses did before his death. 
Meet Christian Refugees and learn about the work 
of the Pontifical Mission for Palestine and American 
University. Lunch is included today at Haret Jdoud-
na, an excellent local restaurant. Our day ends with 
a visit to Bethany Beyond the Jordan, where Josh-
ua crossed over with the Ark of the Covenant and 
the authentic site where Jesus was baptised by St. 
John in the Jordan River. Enjoy an overnight at one 
of the beautiful hotels on the shores of the Dead 
Sea. (B, L, D) 

October 22 – Day 13 – DEPART FOR USA
This morning we are transferred to our flight home, 
filled with memories that will last a lifetime. (B)

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE  
TOUR INCLUDES

•  Round trip airfare from NYC to Tel Aviv 
to NYC

•  Airline surcharges, fuel and airport 
taxes are subject to change until the 
time of ticketing  

•  Accommodations in first class hotels 
for 8 nights 

•  Open hot buffet breakfast daily
•  Buffet dinners at the hotel  
•  Sharing the Bread dinner
•  Farewell dinner with wine
•  Wine Tasting
•  Four lunches including St. Peter’s Fish
•  Beverages are not included unless 

specified
•  Private Air conditioned motorcoach 
•  English speaking tour manager 
•  Whisper Sets 
•  All admission charges as per the 

itinerary
•  Baggage handling for one suitcase per 

person (only included at the hotels)
•  Parking fees for motorcoaches
•  Local hotel taxes
•  Select International Tours Travel 

Portfolio
•  Confirmation of Daily Mass  

Jordan Portion Includes: 
•  Return air from Amman
•  Hotels on HB basis (open buffet break-

fast and dinner)
•  Full days and Transfers in an air condi-

tioned motor coach, max 49 seater
•  English speaking guide 
•  Dinner at Tawaheen Al Hawa (Dry 

Restaurant- Wine Can’t Be Served)
•  Lunch at Haret Jdodna  
•  Entrance fees as per program
•  Allenby border tax: $ 55.00 PP
•  Portage included at all hotels 
•  Meeting assistance at Airport arrival 

hall
•  Daily Mass

RATES DO NOT INCLUDE
•  Personal expenses
•  Travel protection - optional and highly 

encouraged
• Medical insurance
•  Any items  not specifically mentioned 

in the listed inclusions
•  Beverages at meals unless otherwise 

noted
•  Gratuities for the guide(s), driver and 

hotel staff (please refer to the sugges-
tions we will make available to you). At 
lunch, we recommend a tip of $1.00 
per person per day. For extra luggage, 
please tip $1.00 per person per bag.  

•  Church donations



Deposits and final payment: A deposit of $500.00 per person by check should 
accompany the registration form along with your optional travel protection 
payment, if purchasing, and a copy of your passport picture page by June 22, 
2018. Final payment is due by August 17, 2018. Please mail your payment 
to: Select International Tours, 85 Park Ave., Flemington, NJ 08822 Attn:  
Susan Prendergast , 800-842-4842, susan@select-intl.com.
Your passport must be valid through April 22, 2019. Reservations 
will not be processed until we have passport copies. Prices quoted are 
based on cash payments. Cash prices $4,175.00 for the complete pack-
age, $3,175.00 land only (air not included), $950.00 single supplement  
(in room by yourself). Optional Extension to Jordan $995.00, single supplement 
$250.00. Credit card payments are: $4,384.00 for the complete package, $3,334.00 
for land only, $998.00 single supplement. Optional Extension, $1,045.00, single sup-
plement $263.00.
  Airline, seating and special requests: The seats are assigned by the airlines. 
We do not reserve specific seats. You may change your seat, provide mileage pro-
gram information and passenger contact information directly with the airlines once 
the ticket numbers are received. (approximately three weeks prior to departure). 
All special needs and requests due to medical or dietary restrictions must be re-
quested in writing at least 60 days prior to departure. Business class and premium 
coach seats are available upon request as are add-ons from your hometown airport. 
Switching from air and land to land only within 90 days from departure will be 
charged a $100 service fee and any airline charges. Single supplement: A limited 
number of single rooms are available at an additonal cost. We do not guarantee 
roommates but will do our best to connect you with a possible share.
Land Only Option: Land only services start and end at the hotels, unless you are 
able to meet the group at the airport, and do not include airfare.
Baggage: Each participant is permitted to check (1) suitcase weighing no more than 
50 lbs., and one small carry-on bag on the plane. Airline baggage fees are not included. 
Please check the specific baggage fees on the airline website.

Tour Cancellation Policy: $350.00 non-refundable. 90-60 days before depar-
ture a total of $500.00 is non-refundable. Within 60 days of departure all pay-
ments are non-refundable regardless of reason for cancellations. All cancella-
tions must be in writing. Unused portions of the trip are not refundable. We strongly 
encourage you to purchase Travel Protection. Call or visit our website for details 
on the cost per person for the Group Deluxe and Cancel For Any Reason (CFAR) 
plans. We encourage all travelers to purchase a plan at the time of initial deposit. 
See attached travel protection information for details, www.selectinternational-
tours.com.
Pricing: Prices are based on a minimum of 20 passengers traveling & payment 
by cash or check. Fuel surcharge and taxes are subject to change at time of final 
invoicing.
Responsibility: By accepting this confirmation, you agree that the Group Lead-
ers and Select International Tours, Inc.  have no responsibility for any acts or 
omission of the travel suppliers in your itinerary and during your trip. We have 
no special knowledge regarding the financial conditions of the suppliers, unsafe 
travel conditions, health hazards or weather hazards at locations traveled. We are 
not responsible for flight delays or cancellations or any charges incurred due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Unused portions of the trip are non-refundable. For 
information about destination climate, risks and safety please consult the appro-
priate on line resources. For health information consult the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention. You are responsible for checking passport, visa, vacci-
nation or other entry requirements of your destinations. Itineraries are subject to 
change and out of our control. We are not responsible for any damaged,  lost or 
stolen articles. We are not responsible for any sickness, injury or death during or 
after the trip. Travel documents will be mailed out approximately 3 weeks before 
departure. Please review them carefully for any errors.     
Shipping & Handling: $15.00 per person - not included in package  
price will be added to each invoice. Your invoice will confirm the trip registration.

REGISTRATION/CONSENT FORM:

Come Back To The Holy Land with optional extension to Jordan  
with Stephen J. Binz, Pilgrimage Leader and Fr. Michael Alello, Spiritual Director

Holy Land: October 10-20, 2018    Jordan Extension: October 19-22, 2018
Please complete this form and mail it to Select International Tours, along with your deposit,  

travel protection payment (if purchasing), and a copy of your passport picture page. 

Last Name:________________________________ First Name:__________________________Middle Name:_________________________

Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________ State: ______________________________ Zip Code: ______________________

Home Phone:__________________________________________ Cell Phone:____________________________________________________

Email Address:__________________________________Land only :________   □ Need help with flights from ________________________

Medical/Dietary Needs_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Updates about your trip will be sent by email only. Please be sure that your settings allow for electronic communication originating from susan@select-intl.com

Room: (check one)  Single (1 Bed) ______   Double (1 Bed, 2 People) ______  Twin (2 Beds, 2 People) ______ Triple (3 Beds)_______

Name of Roomate(s): ______________________________________________Optional Extension to Jordan__________________________

Emergency Contact (Name and Phone):___________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is a check/money order in the amount of $____________________________for my initial deposit.

 I am purchasing travel protection: _____Yes _____No, I decline. Enclosed is $_______________________________
Group Deluxe Plan o or Cancel For Any Reason Plan o   Check detailed rates and policy at www.selectinternationaltours.com
Rates: Trip Cost $4,001.00 -$4,500.00 (276.00 Deluxe or $414.00 with Cancel For Any Reason CFAR)
* Note: CFAR coverage is 75% of the nonrefundable trip cost. Trip cancellation must be 48 hours or more prior to scheduled departure. CFAR must be  
purchased at the time of plan purchase and within 14 days of your initial trip deposit. This benefit is not available to residents of NY. 
By signing below I consent to any necessary itinerary changes and price adjustments and agree with all Select International Tours & Cruises’ TERMS  
AND CONDITIONS as outlined on this page and on the company website: www.selectinternationaltours.com. I also understand that (SITC) highly encourages 
the  purchase of travel protection and that any fees associated with this trip cannot be waived for any reason. By declining to purchase travel protection I assume 
all financial losses associated with this trip which otherwise may be covered by travel protection. I also agree not to contest charges associated with the trip cost 
as outlined in this brochure.

Signature :______________________________________________________________Date:___________________________________

(Starts/ends at hotel, no airfare)

Not responsible for changes in group air.


PASSPORT


DEPOSIT


INSURANCE


